Texas Water Resources Institute
Integrated Farm Management
Strategic Ag Initiative Program
EPA Cooperative Agreement No. X8-96668501-0

Quarterno. 6 From _12/1/09 Through _2/28/10

I. Abstract

Continuing Education Courses were very successful this quarter with over 300 participants for all
classes. Courses included Pesticide Safety Training and Citrus Greening Training. An FSA
update was also given at an event, Cotton Pre-Plant Conference.

I1. Overall Progress and Results by Task
Task 1. Project Coordination:

Subtask 1.1: Project Oversight —=TWRI will provide technical and fiscal oversight to ensure Tasks
and Deliverables are acceptable and completed as scheduled and within budget.

The following actions have been completed during this reporting period:
a. TWRI is still working on the survey and it will be completed during this quarter.

75% Complete

Subtask 1.2: Fiscal/invoicing — The Texas AgriLife Extension Service will submit reimbursement
forms per the schedule established/requested.

The following actions have been completed during this reporting period:
a. Aninvoice (R017756) for the time period of 09/1/09 thru 11/30/09 was submitted to
EPA for $11,570.29 leaving a balance of $48,582.18 or 53% of the budget to be spent.

47% Complete

Subtask 1.3: Regular Meetings - To facilitate good communication between project participants, a
quarterly meeting or teleconference will be scheduled and hosted by TWRI.

The following actions have been completed during this reporting period:
a. TWRI meet with County Extension Agents while in attendance at the Arroyo Colorado
Agricultural Issues Workgroup Meeting that was held in Weslaco, TX on January 21,
2010.

75% Complete



Subtask 1.4: Quarterly progress reports - TWRI, with the assistance of the project personnel, will
submit progress reports to EPA Region 6 quarterly. The Reports will include the status of
deliverables for each Objective and Task and a narrative description of activities for each task
outlined in this Scope of Work in Progress Report format

The following actions have been completed during this reporting period:
a. TWRI will submit year 2, quarter 2 report on March, 15, 2010.

75% Complete

Subtask 1.5: Final Report — TWRI, with assistance of project personnel, will provide EPA Region 6
with a comprehensive report on the activities during the course of this project.

The following actions have been completed during this reporting period:
a. Nothing to report at this time.

0% Complete

Task 2. Conducting Integrated Farm Management System Education Programs:

Subtask 2.1: A joint county Pesticide Applicator Safety Training and Continuing Education
Program will be held on a quarterly basis for growers in Cameron, Willacy and Hidalgo County to
educate individuals on the following topics:

principles of integrated pest management

non-chemical alternatives and pest features

ground and surface water protection

laws and regulations and record keeping

cost benefit of IPM

pesticide labels

endangered species protection

Worker Protection Standards and personal protection

maintenance and calibration of application equipment

pesticide application safety training



The following actions have been completed during this reporting period:

. Materials
Date Event County Description Attendance Provided
1/26/10 |CEU Workshop | CHW |Educational program designed to provide 125 v
useful information to ag producers in Appendix A
minimizing use of crop protection
chemicals. Promoted soil testing
campaign. See flyer for topics
2/3/10 |Pesticide Safety CH [Topics included: the principles of 13 Ve
Training integrated pest management, non- Appendix A

chemical alternatives, pest features,
ground and surface water protection, laws
and regulations, pesticide labels,
endangered species protection, Worker
Protection Standards, record keeping,
personal protection, application
equipment, calibration and continuing
education units.

75% Complete

Subtask 2.2: Educational meetings will be held to educate producers on crop production, proper

nutrient and irrigation management, soil testing, and integrated pest management practices

including the economic benefits of an integrated management approach. Each of the following
meetings will be held on an annual basis.

e 1 cotton production meetings
e 1 sorghum production meeting
e 1 sugar cane production meeting
e 1 citrus production meeting
e 1 vegetable production meeting
e Asoil testing campaign to promote proper use of fertilizers and nutrient management
The following actions have been completed during this reporting period:
Date Event Count Description Attendance ML
y p Provided
1/19/10 Cotton Pre-Plant| CHW |Educational program designed to provide 6 v )
Conference timely topics for cotton and row crop Appendix A
producers. See flyer for topics
2/16/10 |Citrus Greening | CH |Educational program designed to provide 63 v )
Appendix A

Training

growers timely information about citrus
greening. Promoted soil testing campaign
and CEU workshops




2/18/10 |CEU Workshop | CHW |Educational program designed to provide 92 v )
useful information to ag producers in Appendix A
minimizing use of crop protection
chemicals. Promoted soil testing
campaign. See flyer for topics.

2/19/10 |CEU Workshop | CHW |Educational program designed to provide 26 v )
useful information to ag producers in Appendix A
minimizing use of crop protection
chemicals. Promoted soil testing
campaign. See flyer for topics

2/25/10 |CEU Workshop | CHW |Educational program designed to provide 14 v )
useful information to ag producers in Appendix A

minimizing use of crop protection
chemicals. Promoted soil testing
campaign. See flyer for topics.

75% Complete

Subtask 2.3: Texas AgriLife Extension Service will hold joint county training events (at least 2 per

year) to advertise and educate individuals on related programs addressing water quality.

e Promote cost—share programs (319(h), EQIP, etc.)
e Educate producers or assist local Soil and Water Conservation Districts (as possible) in
development of water quality management plans
e Educate producers on involvement and implementation of the Arroyo Colorado Watershed
Protection Plan and the potential effects

The following actions have been completed during this reporting period:

a. An update of FSA programs available to producers was provided during the January 19,

2010 Cotton Pre-Plant Seminar. These events are reported under subtask 2.2.

70% Complete

Subtask 2.4: Expand the outreach program to include a fact sheet and IPM newsletter (distributed

annually and more frequently if needed) addressing the adoption of an integrated farm

management system including implementation of IPM practices, production and best management
practices to protect water quality, nutrient and irrigation management practices and participation

in cost-share programs.

The following actions have been completed during this reporting period:

b. Nothing to report at this time.

70% Complete




I11.Related Issues/Current Problems and Favorable of Unusual Developments

¢ The following education programs are not directly related to agricultural production, but
teach the same principles (nutrient management, environmentally sound practices and
water quality aspects) on a residential/garden/home yard level to help protect the Arroyo
Colorado watershed.

. Materials

Date Event County Description Attendance Provided

1/20/10 |Master C 5 NA
Gardener
Orientation

1/27/10 |Master C composting 16 NA
Gardener Class

2/5/10  |Master C  |Earth Kind 9 NA
Gardener Class

2/11/10 |Master C  |Business Meeting 15 NA
Gardener

2/17/10 |Master C Turfgrass management 15 NA
Gardener Class

2/19/10 |Master C |Earth Kind NA NA
Gardener Class

IV.Projected Work for Next Quarter

e TWRI will continue to work with AgriLife Extension to draft pre/post surveys to assess
knowledge gained at meetings.

e Education activities will continue.

e A fact sheet that will inform soybean producers on proper growing techniques is still in
progress and will be completed in the next quarter.




Appendix A

Supplemental materials for selected education programs
(e.g. agendas, letters of invite, topics of discussion, etc.)
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