








 
The following actions have been completed during this reporting period: 

a. Nothing to report at this time. 

0% Complete 
 
 
III. Related Issues/Current Problems and Favorable of Unusual Developments 
 

�x Due to the overlap between this program and a similar effort, activities satisfying the 
scope of this project have occurred despite the lack of expenditures. The related effort is 
scheduled to end 2/28/09 at which time, expenditures from this program will pick up. 
Activities will continue as planned. 

�x The following education programs are not directly related to agricultural production, but 
teach the same principles (nutrient management, environmentally sound practices and 
water quality aspects) on a residential/garden/home yard level to help protect the Arroyo 
Colorado watershed.   

Date Event County Description Attendance Materials 
Provided 

1/21/09 Vegetable 
Garden Training 

C Vegetable Garden Training with Drip 
irrigation. 

25  

 
 
IV. Projected Work for Next Quarter 

�x TWRI will work with AgriLife Extension to draft pre/post surveys to assess knowledge 
gained at meetings. 

�x TWRI will work with AgriLife Extension to schedule charging the salary and benefits 
for the education technician employed in the watershed. 

�x Education activities will continue. 



Appendix A 
 

Supplemental materials for selected education programs  
(e.g. agendas, letters of invite, press releases topics of discussion, etc.) 
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COTTON & GRATN PRE-PLANT SEMINAR

& Annual Membership Meeting of the
Cotton and Grain Producers of the Lower Rio Grande Vallev

Tuesday, J anuary 20, 2009
Rio Farms, Monte Alto
8:30 - 9:00 Registration (free of charge) Program begins at 9:00 a.m.
TDA CEU's and CCA CEU's being applied for

Program Topics ,wr
Corn, Grain Sorghum and Soybean Market Outlook

Dr. Mark Welch, Extension Economist- Grain Marketing, College Station

Cotton Market Outlook
Dr. John Robinson, Extension Economist- Cotton, College Station

Farm Bill Implementation and Trade Issues
Craig Brown, VP Producer Affairs, National Cotton Council, Cordova, Tennessee

Boll Weevil Eradication Program
Edward Herrera, ZoneMgr. Texas Boll Eradication Foundation. Harlineen

Conventional Cotton Varieties
Dr. Webb Wallace, Consultant, Harlingen

Production Issues in Grain Sorghum and Cotton
Dr. Dan Fromme, Extension Agronomist, Corpus Christi

An Informal Discussion of Alternatives to Cotton, Grain Sorghum or Corn
Andy Scott, Director of Research, Rio Farms, Monte Alto

Deep Soil Testing, A Practice to Consider in Times of Rising Fertilizer Prices
Brad Cowan, County Extension Agent- Agriculfure, Hidalgo County

FSA Reminders
Franco Trevifio, County Executive Director, FSA, Edinburg

New Developments from Industry
Industry Representative s

&griLZ#Wr EXTENSION
For more information contacr Brad cowan, county r"ff:fffi;lfiifio"r" co.,383-1026

or Dr. EnriquePerez, County Extension Agent-Ag, Cameron Co., 361-8236
Persons with special needs are requested to call 800-638-8239 in advance so these may be addressed.

Educational programs ofthe Texas Agrilife Extension Sewice are open to all people without regard to race, color, sex, disability, religion, age or national origin
The Texas A&M University System, U.S. Deparfinent of Agiculture and the Comty Commissioners Courts of Texas Cooperating

Luncheon Program: Annual Membership Meeting of the
Cotton and Grain Producers of the Lower Rio Grande Valley

Samuel Sparks, President . Dr. Webb Wallace, Executive Director
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Natural Resources Conservation Service 
13434 Leopard St. Suite A14 
Corpus Christi, Texas 78410 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
 

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE   Contact:  Melissa Blair, 361-241-0609 
January 6, 2009       melissa.blair@tx.usda.gov 
 

Conservation Tillage Field Day Scheduled for Jan. 27 in Hidalgo County 
 
Are you interested in learning how to improve your land’s fertility, reduce erosion, improve crop 
production, and find out about equipment that will help you spend less time spent in the field? If so, 
then mark your calendar to attend the Conservation Tillage Field Day on Tues., Jan. 27, 2009, at the 
Immaculate Conception Parish Hall in McCook. The Parish Hall is located on Farm Road 681, 30  
miles northwest of McAllen, in west central Hidalgo County.  
 
The USDA-Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) and the Texas AgriLife Extension 
Service is sponsoring the one-day workshop that will include field demonstrations.  
 

8:00 – 8:30 Registration  
8:30 – 9:00 South Texas Reduced Tillage Overview: Dr. Charles Stichler, Agronomist (Retired), 
 Texas AgriLife Extension Service   
9:00 – 9:30 Economics of Reduced Tillage: Dr. Luis Ribera, Economist, Texas AgriLife Extension 

Service    
 9:30 – 10:00 Soil Fertility Management in Reduced Tillage Systems 

                          Charles Stichler, Agronomist (Retired), Texas AgriLife Extension Service 
10:00 – 10:15 Break 
10:15 – 10:45 No-Till and Strip-Till Implements: Cleve Gustin, Regional Salesman, Orthman Tools 
10:45 – 11:15 Farming with Conservation Tillage: Buck Braswell, Director of Willacy SWCD/Farmer 
11:15 – 11:45 EQIP Incentives: Bruce Henderson, Zone Agronomist, NRCS, Corpus Christi 
11:45 – 12:00 Introduction of Sponsors 
12:00 – 12:45 LUNCH 
12:45 – 2:00      Field Review of Demonstration Plantings: Larry Skloss, Director of Hidalgo  
  SWCD/Farmers  

 
Lunch will be provided and three continuing education units (CEUs) will be offered to attendees. 
 
Sponsors include Weaks Martin Implement Company, Inc., Mission; Capitol Farm Credit, 
Edinburg; Wilbur-Ellis Company, Edinburg; Helena Chemical Company, Donna; Pioneer 
Equipment Company RGV, Mission; Seiver Implement Company, Donna; Hidalgo Soil & Water 
Conservation District; Starr Soil & Water Conservation District; Texas/Mexico Border Coalition 
CBO and Rio Bravo Resource Conservation and Development (RC&D) 
 
For more information, call Bruce Henderson at (361) 241-0609. 

### 
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CONSERVATION TILLAGE FIELD DAY
January 27,2009

lmmaculate Conception Parish Hall
McGook, Texas
3 CEUs offered

8:00 - 8:30 Registration

8:30 - 9:00 South Texas Reduced Tillage Overview
Charles Stichler, Agronomist (Retired), Texas AgriLife Extension
Service

9:00 - 9:30 Economics of Reduced Tillage
Dr. Luis Ribera, Economist, Texas AgriLife Extension Service

9:30 - 10:00 Soil Fertility Management in Reduced Tillage Systems
Dr. Charles Stichler, Agronomist (Retired), Texas AgriLife Extension
Service

10:00 - 10:15 Break

10:15 - 10:45 No-Till and Strip-Till lmplements
Cleve Gustin, Regional Salesman, Orthman Tools

10:45 - 11:15 Farming with Conservation Tillage
Buck Braswell, Director of Willacy SWCD/Farmer

11:15 - 11:45 EQIP Incentives
Bruce Henderson, Zone Agronomist, NRCS, Corpus Christi

11:45 - 12:00 Introduction of Sponsors

12:00 - 12:45 LUNCH

12:45 -2:00 Field Review of Demonstration Plantings
Larry Skloss, Director of Hidalgo SWCD/Farmers

SPONSORS
Weaks Martin lmplement Company, lnc., Mission
Capitol Farm Credit, Edinburg
Wilbur-Ellis Company, Edinburg
Helena Chemical Company, Donna
Pioneer Equipment Company RGV, Mission
Seiver lmplement Company, Donna
Hidalgo Soil & Water Conservation District
Starr Soil & Water Conservation District
Texas/Mexico Border Coalition CBO
Rio Bravo Resource Conservation and Development (RC&D)

For questions or conservation planning
assistance after the workshop, contact the
USDA-Natural Resources Conservation
Service (NRCS)/Soil and Water
Conservation District (SWCD) in your
county:
Hidalgo Co. (956) 383-3002, ext. 3

Starr Co. (956) 487-5598, ext. 3
Willacy Co. (956) 689-2542, ext. 3
Cameron Co. Co. (956) 399-2522, ert.3
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Private Applicator License  Training Schedule for 2009

February 4

May 6

August 5

November 4

Dates, times and locations are subject to change. Check with

the Extension office prior to the date to confirm.  

Hidalgo County

410 North 13  Avenueth

Edinburg, Texas 78541
phone 956-383-1026 • fax 956-383-1735
January 13, 2009

TO: Certain Ag Producers

SUBJECT: Private Applicator License Training and Testing

You have indicated an interest in obtaining a private applicators license issued by the Texas Department of
Agriculture (TDA). The purpose of this letter is to inform you of the opportunity to attend the required training  and
testing. The next training and testing will be held on Wednesday, Feburary 4,  2009 at the Hidalgo County
Extension Office, 410 North 13  Avenue, Edinburg.  Registration will be from 9:30 a.m. to 10:00 a.m. and theth

class will begin promptly at 10:00 a.m. Do not be late. You must attend the entire session. We will have a break
in the training for lunch which will be on your own.

This training will be conducted by Texas AgriLife  Extension Service. For your convenience, arrangements
have been made for TDA personnel to provide testing immediately after the training.  The training will conclude
around 3:00 p.m. and the test will be given after the conclusion of the training. The test usually takes about two hours.

A registration fee of $50.00 will be charged for this training. This  includes a set of training manuals. You
may wish to obtain the manuals prior to the training so that you may review them ahead of time. To get your manuals,
you may come by the Hidalgo County Extension Office in Edinburg,  pay the $50.00 registration fee and we will
furnish you with the manuals. The manuals may also be ordered online. If you do not wish to review the manuals
prior to the training,  the registration fee may be paid at the door. Pre-registration is not required. 

To become a licensed private applicator, you must attend this mandatory training, make a passing score of
70 or higher on the exam and then submit an application to TDA along with a $60.00 license fee.  The private
applicator license is valid for 5 years. By the end of the five year licensing period,  you must receive 15 hours of
continuing education in order to renew the license for another five years. 

 While this training is specifically designed for private applicators, it is also an excellent review for anyone
needing to study for the commercial/non-commercial license test.

If you are unsure of which license will meet your needs, contact TDA's regional office in San Juan at 956-
787-8866 for assistance.

I recommend that you bring a calculator and a pen or pencil. If you have any questions, please give me
a call.

Sincerely,

Brad Cowan
County Extension Agent-Agriculture
Hidalgo County

Persons with special needs are requested to call in advance so these may be addressed.
Educational programs of the Texas AgriLife Extension Service are open to all people w ithout regard to race, color, sex, disability, religion, age or national origin.

The Texas A&M  University System, U.S. Department of Agriculture and the C ounty Commissioners C ourts of Texas Cooperating
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Private Applicator Certification Training

The Concept of Integrated Pest Management

Laws and Regulations

How to Read Pesticide Labels

Grorurd Water

Endangered Species Protection

Pesticide Record-Keeping

Personal Protection and Proper Use

The Worker Protection Standard, Application

Equipment & Calibration

Pest & Pest Damage

Conclusion
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5 CETJ'S

AgritIFE EXTENSION
Texas A&M $ystem

CEU Workshop
Tuesday, February 10, 2009

Hoblitzelle Auditorium, A&M Agrilife Research & Extension Center, Weslaco
Registration at 8:00 a.m., class begins at 8:30 a.m., concludes at 3:00 p.m.

Fee: $5.00 per hour, pre-registration is not required
lunch will be on vour own

This haining is certified for 5 hours of continuing education for all private, commercial and
non-commercial TDA license holders. It will meet all the CEU requirements for annual commercial
and non-commercial license renewals.

Topics and Speakers

Laws and Regulations
Antonio Rojas, Texas Department of Agriculture, San Juan

Citrus Greening and Asian Citrus Psyllid
Dr. Julian Sauls, Extension Horticulturist, Weslaco

Integrated Pest Management Video
Biological Control Video

TDA Pesticide License Maintenance
Brad Cowan, County Extension Agent- Agriculture, Hidalgo County, Edinburg

Insect Parasitic Nematodes Video
Texas Imported Fire Ant Video

Forfurther information contact the Cameron County Extension Office at 361-8236 or the Hidalgo
County Extension Office at 383-1026 or 800-638-8239. Proceeds from this event will be used to support

Extension educational progrdrns conducted in Hidalgo qnd Cameron Counties.
Persons with special needs are requested to call in advance so these may be addressed.

Educational programs ofTexas Agrilife Extension Service ar€ open to all people without regard to race, color, sex, disability, religion, age or national origin.
The Texas A&M University System, U.S. Departrn€nt ofAgriculture and the County Commissioners Courts ofTexas Cooperating
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AgriLXWW, EXTENSION
Jbxas A&M Systar'l

410 Nor th 13 'n Avenue Edinburg,  TX 78541 956/383-1026 or  1-800-638-8239

Attention TDA License Holders !

Do you need to complete your CEU hours in order to renew your pesticide

license?

Hours of continuing education will be offered to all private,

commercial and non-commercial TDA license holders

"Last Chance" Video Series
Wednesday, February 25, 2009
Hoblitzelle Auditorium, A&M Agrilife Research & Extension Center, Weslaco
Registration at 8:00 a.m. Class begins at 8:30 a.m. and concludes at 3:00 p.m.
Fee: $5.00 per hour
Pre-registration is not required
Lunch will be on your own

This training is certified for 5 hours of continuing education for all private, commercial and
non-commercial TDA license holders. It will meet all the CEU requirements for annual
commercial and non-commercial license renewals.

The video tape series entitled "Last Chance" has been approved by TDA for CEU's and will be
utilized for this meeting.

The following CEU's will be provided:

t hour of laws and reguiations
t hour of drift minimization
t hour of integrated pest management
2 hours ofgeneral

Forfurther information contact the Cameron County Extension Office at 361-8236 or the Hidalgo
County Extension Office at 383-1026 or 800-638-8239. Proceeds from this event will be used to support

Extension educational programs conducted in Hidalgo and Cameron Counties.
Persons with special needs are requested to call in advance so these may be addressed.

Educational programs ofTexas Agrilife Extension Sewice are open to all people without regard !o race, color, sex, disability, religion, age or national origin.

The Texas A&M University System, U.S. Departrnent ofAgiculture and the County Corilnissioners Courts ofTexas Cooperating
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