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Welcome and INErodUCTIONS ........oocvvevieiiiiiee e Andy Garza, TSSWCB

Arroyo Colorado Watershed Protection Plan

Review of Components Addressing Agricultural NPS Pollution........ Aaron Wendt, TSSWCB
Components Addressing Agricultural NPS Pollution in the Arroyo Colorado

The goal of the ACWPP is to reduce the addition of pollutants such as oxygen-demanding
substances, nitrogen, phosphorus, and sediment to the Arroyo Colorado and to improve natural
habitat to the degrees necessary to meet the uses designated by the State of Texas and specified
in the State’s Water Quality Standards.

To reduce pollutant loading from agricultural nonpoint sources in the Arroyo Colorado
watershed, state and federal governments are working with local stakeholders in the watershed
to focus state and federal technical and financial assistance and educational programs on
agricultural issues in the AC watershed. The programs encourage and support the voluntary
adoption of BMPs to reduce suspended sediment levels resulting from cropland erosion, oxygen
demanding organic material (BOD) from runoff of crop residue and N and P fertilizer runoff
from irrigated cropland fields.

Over the first 5 years of the Plan (by 2010), the goal is to encourage the voluntary
implementation of conservation plans on 33% of the irrigated cropland in the watershed
(100,000 acres). Our long term goal by 2015 is to encourage the voluntary implementation and
maintenance of conservation plans on at least 50% of the irrigated cropland in the watershed
(approximately 150,000 acres).

*** Based on the new draft LULC map, we could potentially be closer to our goal depending on
the number of acres that are irrigated cropland. If the % of irrigated cropland is less than



estimated (300,000 acres), then we will be closer to achieving our goal. Our original estimate
was based on the 1998 LULC map which was made in 2005 and is the true ““starting point’ from
the WPP.

Watershed Protection Plan Implementation Status............ccccoeevenieneennns Jaime Flores, TWRI

Project Updates/Discussion:
Best Management Practice Implementation .............cccccevvvieieeiccnene. Andy Garza, TSSWCB
- Current report showed 131 WQMPs certified on 6,400 acres
- Cost-share cap was raised from $10,000 to $15,000
- TSSWCB still has a one time cost-share rule
- Project will end August 31, 2009
- Applying for FY2009 8319 funds to continue providing technical assistance in the
Arroyo Colorado

Best Management Practice Education ............ Brad Cowan, Texas AgriLife Extension Service
- Soil testing campaign ongoing.
0 250 soil samples have been turned in
0 New geo-reference component. GPS is used where soil samples were taken by
AgriLife Extension
- Strong Master Gardener Program and urban education efforts
- Continued cotton, grain, sorghum, and pesticide safety trainings as well as field days
- Texas Watershed Steward workshop in November was well received
0 67 participants with 50% being new to the watershed

Agricultural Nonpoint Source Assessment Juan Enciso, AgriLife Extension Service
Venki Uddameri, TAMUK
- Juan provided update on project (Task 7 — edge of field monitoring)
o0 Sampled at 3 locations for pre-planting irrigation
- Will request a 1 yr no-cost extension to accommodate sampling next year
- Venki provided update on project (Task 6 — Drainage ditch monitoring)
- Preliminary results
o0 Temperature and pH very buffered/consistent
Flows vary over the cross section
BOD values appear to be stable
DO is low during the summer months and recovers during the winter and
spring
The form of nitrogen is dependent upon the amount of oxygen in the ditch
— Nitrate is dominant when sufficient oxygen is present
— Nitrite is dominant under anoxic conditions
o Automatic samplers will be deployed in the future
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SWAT Model Simulation of the Arroyo .........cccoceveiiiiieiieiennns Pamela Casebolt, TSSWCB
- Final model runs are being conducted to calibrate and validate the model
- Upon completion of the model, a final report will be drafted and submitted to
TSSWCB



- Project ends 3/1/2009

Other Programs Available in the Arroyo Colorado:
TPWD ReSHIULION FUNS.......ccveiieiieeieciecece e Alex Nunez, TPWD

- TPWD restitution funds are funds collected from fish Kills or pollution events. Funds
have been used to enhance wetlands, purchase land, stream bank restoration, etc.

- Preference is given to activities that focus on the geographic area where injury
occurred.

- Best to develop a master plan for a project and the geographic area of interest. Follow
up with the regional KAST biologist.

2008 Farm Bill .......cccoooiieie e Sonny Vela, USDA-NRCS

- Farm Bill passed in 2008.

- Promotes organic production

- Adjusted group income decreased and pay limits were reduced from $450,000 to
$300,000

- EQIP, WHIP, GRP, and WRP program rules were published in the Federal Registry

- Agricultural Water Enhancement Program (AWEP) is currently accepting proposal.
Deadline for proposals is March 2" More information is available at:
http://frwebgate5.access.gpo.gov/cqi-
bin/TEXTgate.cqi?WAISdoclD=38565272582+0+1+0&WAISaction=retrieve

Discuss/Prioritize Future Funding Needs and SOUICES ..........cccocvvveriernnene Jaime Flores, TWRI
— Agricultural Water Conservation grant through the Texas Water Development Board is
accepting proposals until March 4, 2009. Grants range between $150,000 - $200,000
— TSSWCB 8319(h) grant for technical assistance, cost share (December 2008 RFP)

ONEE BUSINESS......oiiieiieie et eie st es Pamela Casebolt, TSSWCB
NEXE MEETING DAL ......eeviiiieitieie e Monday, July 27, 2009
— Field Tour reminder and details
— Need for a living geo-database for the watershed

Adjourn
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